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WHEREAS, in the opinion of the County Auditor, the public 
interests required that the Lake County Council, should be 
called to meet in regular session at this time, for the purpose 
of considering additional appropriations, a written notice was 
sent to each member of the Council, and proper advertisement 
made, and all other acts performed in accordance with the 
laws governing such matters. 

 
And now in obedience to such call, come Christine Cid, President, David Hamm, Ronald Brewer, Pete 
Lindemulder, Ted Bilski and Randy Niemeyer, County Councilpersons, together with Tom O’Donnell and 
Ray Szarmach, County Council Attorneys. Councilman Brown was present via WebEx  
 
In the Matter of Minutes – August 13, 2024  
 
Bilski made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve carried 7-
0. 
 
Acknowledgements: The council shared their condolences to the family of Earline Rodgers who was a 

former City Councilperson, State Representative and State Senator who passed away on September 5, 
2024. Councilman Brewer requested the flag be lowered to half-staff in her remembrance. 
 

ORDINANCE #1499 
 

Section 1. Be It Ordained by the County Council of Lake County, IN., that for the expenses 
of the County Government and its institutions, the following sums of money are hereby 
appropriated and ordered set apart out of the several funds herein named and for the 
purposes herein appropriated, and shall be held to include all expenditures authorized 
to be made during the year unless otherwise expressly stipulated and provided by law. 

 
              Appropriation 
           Requested                         Appropriated 
     

LADOS Div. 2 SAFE Grant Fund 8398 
 
LADOS Division 2 4009 
62110 Office Supplies     $6,308.00   $6,308.00 

 
LC Juvenile Geminus Community Partners Prevention Reimbursement Grant-Life Skills Grant Fund 9392 

 
Juvenile Court 4005 
62410 Other Supplies     $15,445.00   $15,445.00 
63920 Food & Lodging     $3,280.00   $3,280.00 
63995 Other Services & Charges    $5,700.00   $5,700.00 
64490 Other Equipment     $13,375.00   $13,375.00 
 

LC Juvenile Life Work Self-Discovery Storytelling Program Grant Fund 9394 
 

Juvenile Court 4005 
63195 Contractual Services    $14,550.00   $14,550.00 
 

Superior Court Criminal Division’s Safe Grant Fund 9448 
 

Criminal Court 3002 
63190 Other Professional Service   $19,379.35   $19,379.35 
 
Adopted this 10th day of September, 2024. 

 
TRANSFER OF FUNDS CERTIFICATE 

 
I, the proper legal officer of Lake County Council, Lake County, IN., hereby certify to  
the Auditor of Lake County, that the Lake County Council, approved the following transfers: 
 
        Requested                       Approved 

Auditor 1002 Postponed from 8/13/2024 
County General Fund 1001 
From: 1001-62110 Office Supplies   $7,500.00          $7,500.00 
To: 1001-62410 Other Supplies    $7,500.00         $7,500.00 
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Center Twp. Assessor 2003 Postponed from 8/13/2024 
General Fund 1001 
From: 1001-62110 Office Supplies   $500.00   $500.00 
To: 1001-62410 Other Supplies   $500.00   $500.00 
 
Criminal Courts 3002 
County General Fund 1001 
From: 1001-61130 Technicians     $3,000.00   $3,000.00 
 1001-62230 Clothing    $1,000.00   $1,000.00 
 1001-63630 Maintenance & Service Cont.  $514.00   $514.00 
To: 1001-63190 Other Professional Service  $2,500.00   $2,500.00 
 1001-63290 Other Comm. & Trans.   $2,014.00   $2,014.00 
 

Juvenile Court/C.A.S.A. 4006 Postponed from 8/13/2024 
General Fund 1001 
From: 1001-61120 Professionals    $10,000.00   $10,000.00 
To: 1001-61100 Overtime    $5,000.00   $5,000.00 
 1001-63630 Maintenance & Service Cont. $5,000.00   $5,000.00 
 
Combined Election & Registration 5001 
General Fund 1001 
From: 1001-63210 Freight & Express   $15,000.00   $15,000.00 
To: 1001-61233 Election Worker Per Diem  $5,000.00   $5,000.00 
 1001-61280 Seasonal Employees  $10,000.00   $10,000.00 
 
Sheriff 8001 
General Fund 1001 
From: 1001-61140 Protective Services   $60,000.00   $60,000.00 
To: 1001-61190 Part-Time    $60,000.00   $60,000.00 
 
Jail 8002 
County General Fund 1001 
From: 1001-61140 Protective Services   $1,050,000.00  $1,050,000.00 
To: 1001-61100 Overtime    $1,000,000.00  $1,000,000.00 
 1001-61190 Part-Time    $30,000.00   $30,000.00 
 1001-61238 Proficiency/Specialty Pay   $20,000.00   $20,000.00 
 
Prosecutor IV-D 9003 
County General Fund 1001    
From: 1001-61150 Paraprofessionals   $5,650.00   $5,650.00 
To: 1001-63240 Telephone    $650.00   $650.00 

1001-63910 Dues & Subscriptions  $5,000.00   $5,000.00  
 

and that such transfer does not necessitate expenditure of more money than was set out 
in detail in the budget as finally approved by the Department of Local Government Finance. 
 
This transfer was made at a regular public meeting according to proper ordinance, a  
copy of which is attached to this certificate. 
 
Dated this 10th day of September, 2024. 

Additionals 
 

Made Motion  Seconded 
LADOS Div. 2 SAFE Grant Fund 8398 
LADOS Division 2 4009     Bilski            Hamm  Majority voted yes to approve. 
($6,308)           Motion carried 7-0. 

 
LC Juvenile Geminus Community Partners Prevention Reimbursement Grant-Life Skills Grant Fund 9392 
Juvenile Court 4005     Hamm           Brewer  Majority voted yes to approve. 
($37,800)           Motion carried 7-0. 
 
LC Juvenile Life Work Self-Discovery Storytelling Program Grant Fund 9394 
Juvenile Court 4005     Hamm  Bilski  Majority voted yes to approve. 
($14,550)           Motion carried 7-0. 
 
Superior Court Criminal Division’s Safe Grant Fund 9448 
Criminal Court 3002     Hamm  Bilski  Majority voted yes to approve. 
($19,379.35)           Motion carried 7-0. 
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Transfers 
 

Made Motion  Seconded 
 

Auditor 1002 Postponed from 8/13/2024 
County General Fund 1001     Hamm   Bilski  Majority voted yes to approve. 
($7,500)           Motion carried 7-0. 
 

Center Twp. Assessor 2003 Postponed from 8/13/2024 
General Fund 1001        Bilski           Hamm  Majority voted yes to approve  
($500)            Motion carried 7-0. 
 
Criminal Courts 3002 
County General Fund 1001     Hamm  Bilski  Majority voted yes to approve. 
($4,514)           Motion carried 7-0. 
 

Juvenile Court/C.A.S.A. 4006 Postponed from 8/13/2024 
General Fund 1001       Hamm           Brewer  Majority voted yes to approve. 
($10,000)           Motion carried 7-0. 
 
Combined Election & Registration 5001 
General Fund 1001    Lindemulder           Hamm  Majority voted yes to approve. 
($15,000)           Motion carried 7-0. 
 
Sheriff 8001 
General Fund 1001      Niemeyer           Brewer  Majority voted yes to approve. 
($60,000)           Motion carried 7-0. 
 
Jail 8002 
County General Fund 1001    Niemeyer  Hamm  Majority voted yes to approve. 
($1,050,000)           Motion carried 7-0. 
 
Prosecutor IV-D 9003 
County General Fund 1001  Lindemulder  Hamm  Majority voted yes to approve. 
($5,650)           Motion carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Auditor 1002 – Create New Line Item – General Fund 1001 
 
Hamm made the motion, seconded by Bilski, to approve the creation of the new line item: 
 
62410 Other Supplies 
 
Majority voted yes. Motion to approve creation of new line item carried 7-0. 
 

Center Township Assessor 2003 – Create New Line Item – General Fund 1001 Deferred August 
 
Bilski made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to approve the creation of the following new line item: 
 
62410 Other Supplies 
 
Majority voted yes. Motion to approve creation of new line item carried 7-0. 
 
Criminal Courts 3002 – Create New Line Item – Superior Court Criminal Division SAFE Grant Fund 9448 

Deferred August 
 
Hamm made the motion, seconded by Bilski, to approve the creation of the following new line item: 
 
63190 Other Professional Service 
 
Majority voted yes. Motion to approve creation of new line item carried 7-0. 
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Juvenile Court – 4005 – Create New Line Item(s) – LC Juvenile Geminus Community Partners Prevention 

Reimbursement Grant-Life Skills Grant Fund 9392– Deferred August  
 
Hamm made the motion, seconded by Brewer, to create the following new line items: 
 
62410 Other Supplies 
63920 Food & Lodging 
63995 Other Services & Charges 
64490 Other Equipment 
 
Majority voted yes. Motion to approve creation of new line items carried 7-0. 
 
Juvenile Court 4005 – Create New Line Item – Life Work Self-Discovery Storytelling Program Grant Fund 
9394 
 
Hamm made the motion, seconded by Bilski, to approve the creation of the following new line item: 
 
63195 Contractual Services 
 
Majority voted yes, Motion to approve creation of new line item carried 7-0. 
 

Juvenile Court/C.A.S.A. 4006 – Create New Line Item – General Fund 1001 – Deferred August 
 
Hamm made the motion, seconded by Bilski, to approve the creation of the following new line item: 
 
61100 Overtime 
 
Majority voted yes. Motion to approve creation of new line item carried 7-0. 
 

LADOS Division 2  4009 – Create New Line Item – LADOS Div. 2 SAFE Grant Fund 8398 – Deferred 

August 
 
Bilski made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to approve the creation of the following new line item: 
 
62110 Office Supplies 
 
Majority voted yes. Motion to approve creation of new line item carried 7-0. 
 
Emergency Management 9304 – Grant Application – Grant Oversight Committee – US Department of 
Transportation – Indiana Department of Homeland Security (IDHS) = Hazardous Materials Emergency 
Preparedness (HMEP) Program (ALN:20.703) – FY2025 Hazardous Materials Emergency Preparedness 
Grant Application 
 
Niemeyer made the motion, seconded by Brewer, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve 
carried 7-0. 
 
County Council  6001 – Citizen Nomination – Economic Development Commission: (1) Merrillville – 

Deferred August 
 
Cid opened nominations. 
 
Bilski nominated Dan C. Stevenson Sr. 
 
Cid closed nominations. 
 
Cid declared Dan C. Stevenson Sr. to the Economic Development Commission 
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Interlocal Governmental Agreement – Joint Interlocal Cooperation Agreement between the South Shore 
Convention & Visitors Authority and Lake County, Indiana for The Gary Air Show located in Lake County, 
Indiana 
 
Hamm made the motion, seconded by Lindemulder, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve 
carried 7-0. 
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Interlocal Governmental Agreement – Joint Interlocal Cooperation Agreement Between the River Forest 
Community School Corporation and Lake County, Indiana for Equipment and Improvements for River 
Forest High School Athletics in Lake County, Indiana 
 
Hamm made the motion, seconded by Bilski, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve carried 7-
0. 
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Resolution in Support of October as Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
 
Hamm made the motion, seconded by Bilski, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve carried 7-
0. 
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Resolution Proclaiming September 16-20, 2024 as National Adult Education & Family Literacy Week 
 
Lindemulder made the motion, seconded by Brewer, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve 
carried 7-0. 
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Resolution Honoring Teamsters Union Local 142 and Teamsters Union Local 142 Training and 
Apprenticeship Trust Fund Members 
 
Bilski made the motion, seconded by Brown, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve carried 7-0. 
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Resolution Honoring Hanover Central Trap & Skeet-Yeti Team AIM Grand National World Youth-Junior 
Gold Class C Division Champions 
 
Niemeyer made the motion, seconded by Brewer, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve 
carried 7-0. 
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Resolution Honoring Hank Walkowiak AIM Grand National World Trap Junior-Handicap Discipline 
Champion 
 
Niemeyer made the motion, seconded by Lindemulder, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve 
carried 7-0. 
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Resolution Honoring Jaxson Sossong AIM Grand National Sub Junior Class D World-Doubles 
Discipline Champion 
 
Niemeyer made the motion, seconded by Lindemulder, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve 
carried 7-0. 
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Resolution Permitting the Superior Court of Lake County, Juvenile Division, to Pay for Contractor 
Services from the 2024 Budget 
 
Hamm made the motion, seconded by Bilski, to approve.  
 
O’Donnell – This is the vertical garden funding they needed to get paid.  
 
Majority voted yes. Motion to approve carried 7-0. 
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Resolution to Approve the transfer of $1,097,078.00 from CEDIT Fund, Fund No. 4012 to Lake Debt 
Service of 2024 SRF Bond, Fund No. 4359 
 
Hamm made the motion, seconded by Bilski, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve carried 7-
0. 
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Ordinance Amending the Lake County Part-Time Employees Pay Rate Ordinance for 2024, Ordinance 
No. 1490B 
 
Lindemulder made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to approve on First Reading. Majority voted yes. 
Motion to approve on First Reading carried 7-0. 
 
Lindemulder made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to Suspend Rules. Majority voted yes. Motion to 
Suspend Rules carried 7-0. 
 
Lindemulder made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to approve on Second Reading. Majority voted yes. 
Motion to approve on Second Reading carried 7-0. 
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Ordinance No. 2575 – Michael Poortinga, Owner/Petitioner, 8/21/2024, A-1 to R-1, Favorable 
Recommendation, Vote (8-0) 
 
Lindemulder made the motion, seconded by Niemeyer, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve 
carried 7-0. 
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Ordinance No. 2576 – Michael Stevens, Owner/Petitioner, 8/21/2024, A-1 to RR, Favorable 
Recommendation, Vote (8-0) 
 
Lindemulder made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve 
carried 7-0. 
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Ordinance No. 2577 – Michael Stevens, Owner/Petitioner, 8/21/2024, A-1 to RR, Favorable 
Recommendation, Vote (8-0) 
 
Lindemulder made the motion, seconded by Niemeyer, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve 
carried 7-0. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



County Council                                       2024 Regular Meeting                                   September 10, 2024 
                                                                           10:00 A.M. 

In the Matter of Presentations – Good for Youth Farm Update, presented by Robert Colangelo, Founder 
and CEA of Technology, Inc. 
 
Robert Colangelo – Thank you for the opportunity to present an update on this exciting project that really 
feels a need in the community. Also, thank you to Ted Bilski for his support and Judge Stefaniak for 
leadership on this project. In your packets, you have two different presentations—one is just a short six-
pager that I’ll present today, and the others are detailed strategic plans for improving and expanding farm 
operations that were finished in March of 2024. I want you to walk away with three points: that there’s a 
real need in the community as inflation continues and the price for food increases. There’s a lot of working 
people that can’t afford food, and so we’ve identified the real way that we can help the community; second, 
we won a federal competitive grant to help offset some of the cost to build and improve the farm complex; 
and third, we built some really strong partnerships. Our visions really remain the same and that’s to create 
a center that’s focused on agricultural innovation that fosters collaboration between the government 
community organizations in the private sector with the real goal to improve the health wellness and the 
quality of life for all citizens in Lake County and our goals are to increase current farm production capacity 
and get all our produce to the food bank of Northwest Indiana; provide job training and continuing 
education so that not only is that focused on growing food, but it’s also on creating jobs for all ages and 
then lastly build partnerships with academic institutions community and civic group businesses to improve 
that health and well-being. So, our accomplishments are that we’ve finished the initial design for the 
greenhouses in the indoor farm, and we’re working on getting bids back hopefully out this month for the 
concrete pads. We did move the raised beds further north and moved the greenhouses down further 
south; this allowed us to be more efficient and lower our cost removing the utilities to the farming 
operation. We won a competitive grant with the USDA for $323,000, which is a pretty significant amount to 
cover a portion of the installation and operating cost for the farms. That grant is also going to fund two 
sustainability initiatives, one a solar panel and a solar system to provide renewable energy, and the 
second to recycle our nutrient water and up-use the use instead of wasting it; we could use it to irrigate the 
landscapes in the area. Also, we’ve identified a number of other grants that we can apply to this project, so 
this is really a haven for federal and state funds. The biggest one is that we have secured an agreement 
with the Food Bank of Northwest Indiana. We visited them and they’re very happy to be a partner of ours. 
They showed us that they do seven million pounds of food each year, but their biggest issue is getting 
fresh produce, so they’re very happy that we’re able to help them and provide that on a continual basis. 
And then we also built partnerships with the Purdue Extension Service to help us develop some of our 
educational, training, and tour programs. We’ve built partnerships with Purdue University, Dr. Petrus 
Langenhoven, to provide technical support to make sure farm operations are moving smoothly and 
working closely with the health department. As mentioned in detail in the strategic plan, our goal is to grow 
four crops: lettuce, basil, tomatoes, and cucumbers, all of which the food bank can use. Our proposed 
schedule is to get those bid specs out as soon as possible and to get the indoor farms constructed by 
January, the greenhouses by March/April and around January once we start to get some of the farm 
operations up and running, we want to engage and find a grower manager that really will take over the 
project, and then we hope to get the first crop to the food bank by September 2025. So again, I thank the 
Council, Councilman Bilski, and Judge Stefaniak for their leadership. We think this is a great opportunity to 
create a nationwide model that can show how government and the private sector of the community can 
work together to create health and wellness in the community, and it’s really a way to have some 
compassion for those in need. 
 
Councilman Lindemulder – How much are we talking out-of-pocket for the county? 
 
Bilski – That depends on the grants. But you’re looking at less than $200,000 a year. 
 
Lindemulder – Looking at this from a business proposal, you spoke quite a bit about providing needed 
fresh produce for the community, but if we’re saying were providing this produce, for the amount of money 
were putting in couldn’t we just buy produce and give it to the food bank? I’m ok with this project, as long 
as it’s something that’s going to teach kids life skills but I think from a business standpoint, I would say that 
we could much cheaper buy a bunch of lettuce and give it to the food bank. 
 
Bilski – We have a hard time getting that produce to those food banks and that affordability. There’s a 
huge need for that. If it was as simple as asking Baker Produce to buy 10,000 heads of lettuce, it’s not 
there up North. They are having a hard time getting that food on the shelves at the food pantries so this 
fills that gap at no cost. This is going to be if anything a property tax-based fund. The taxpayers are going 
to receive something for their property taxes they paid. Anyone eligible, which is everyone, would come 
and get their free produce with no charge. Strack and Van Til has already said that if we get kids that are 
qualified, they will place those kids into employment. So, there’s job creation in that and rehabilitation for 
some of the kids that qualify. You can’t purchase it for what you could grow it for.    
 
Robert Colangelo – I agree it serves two purposes, but if you amortize your capital expense over 10 years, 
it’s like 30,000 a year and so I would agree that we could be very competitively priced in growing the crops 
especially when you offset up with the USDA grant so I think that will be competitively priced, and you will 
also be able to help the job training and continuing education. 
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Vertical Garden 

Youth Farm CEA Technology.pdf 
 
In the Matter of Presentations – Health Department Presentation on Health First Indiana 
 
Michelle Arnold, Health First Indiana manager presented the following: 
 

Health First Indiana 

Presentation.pdf  
 
Council comments:  
 
Niemeyer – The stabbing of the young teenage girl in Lowell by a suspect tied to the MS13 gang is a 
wakeup call for all of us. My prayers are with her and her family as well as hope for her full recovery. We 
must come together and support them in this difficult time. I Also want to extend my deepest gratitude to 
Lake County Sheriff’s department  and all law enforcement agencies involved in apprehending the suspect 
before more harm could be done and they really did an incredible job at tracking this guy and 
apprehending him. I was very pleased to see the cooperation. Their work to keep our community safe as 
nothing short of heroic. This tragedy highlights a broader issue. We cannot continue to allow dangerous 
criminals like this in our communities. The safety of our families and neighborhoods must be our top 
priority. What happened in Lowell is not an isolated incident it’s part of a larger pattern of violence that 
straining or law-enforcement resources and placing an immense financial burden on taxpayers. It’s time 
we take real action, protect our communities and secure our country. So this statement is one that I get a 
lot of outreach from constituents in the seventh district that feel like they feel the pressure on every 
community is ramping up all over the district, all over my district and all over the county so I wanted to just 
make sure that that statement was set on the record and give my condolences and prayers to the family, 
but also the appreciation to the law-enforcement agencies that came together to make sure that this 
dangerous criminal was apprehended.  
 
Public Comments: 
 
Barbara Koteles of Hobart – What I want to talk about is that the health board is going to be getting 
another infusion of money. I heard it was 6 million, but maybe it’s 4 1/2, but I just want to remind you that 
you’re releasing taxpayer funds to an organization that has tried to shut the taxpayer out in so many ways 
for a long time. I tried to email them, and then it goes to do not reply, and they’ve known about it. I don’t 
know if it’s fixed yet, but it was going on for a long time. In a couple ways, they violated the Indiana open 
door law, and you know about this because we stated it before. They will not release minutes from their 
meetings from 2020 until 2024. Recently they did list some meeting dates on their website, but then they 
removed them, and then we found out they had another meeting on 48-hour notice that was the August 
meeting. Then they put the dates up again, and they put minutes for the June and August meetings, but 
then they took them down after a couple of days, but I screenshotted them, and these minutes didn’t say 
what board members were present. It didn’t list a rollcall vote for any of the motions, and that’s in violation 
of the Indiana open door law as well. So, then I’ll just end by going back to three questions that I think are 
kind of important: The director, or shall we say the administrator of the health board, is that a full-time or 
part-time job? That’s something we’ve been wanting to know. I mean, it’s a benign question, I think, and 
the public health officer, is that a full-time or part-time position? I would really like to know that information. 
How did the taxpayer pay back another 25% of that original 4 ½ or five million? How did that get paid 
back? Then finally, the health board is appointed. There’re no elections there. the directors not elected, the 
public health officers not elected. Who has oversight of the health board? 
O’Donnell – The health board is in charge of the decisions but everyone in the health department is a 
commissioner’s employee. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, it was moved and seconded that this Council 
does now adjourn, to meet again as required by law. 
           

_________________________ 
          President, Lake County Council 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________ 
Peggy Holinga Katona, 
Lake County Auditor 


